Information Sheet
Draft Register of Significant Trees
A Draft Register of Significant Trees has been prepared for the City of Sydney. It
covers trees in all of the City’s public spaces, parkland, reserves, streetscapes as
well as those located on privately owned properties.
What is the purpose of a Register of Significant Trees?
The purpose of the Draft Register of Significant Trees (the Draft Register) is to
identify and recognise the importance of significant trees in the landscape, to guide
their management and to ensure their protection for future generations. The Register
forms part of a suite of documents under the City of Sydney Tree Management
Policies, which provide the tools for high quality tree management and planning in
the City of Sydney.
Where can I view the draft document?
Copies of the draft Register of Significant Trees are available for inspection from 8
March – 8 April 2013 at:
City of Sydney One-Stop Shop
Level 2, Town Hall House, 456 Kent Street,
Sydney
Monday to Friday: 8am to 6pm

Kings Cross Neighbourhood Centre
50 Darlinghurst Road, Kings Cross
Monday to Friday: 9am to 5pm
Saturday: 9am to 12 noon

Green Square Library & Customer Service Centre

Redfern Neighbourhood Centre
158 Redfern Street, Redfern
Monday to Friday: 9am to 5pm
Saturday: 9am to 12 noon

100 Joynton Avenue, Zetland
Monday to Friday: 10am to 6pm

Glebe Library & Customer Service Centre
186 Glebe Point Road (cnr Wigram Road), Glebe
Monday to Friday: 9am to 5pm

You can also view the draft plan on the City of Sydney’s website at
www.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/Council/OnExhibition
Which trees have been listed in the Draft Register and how do I find them?
The Draft Register has listed 2,645 trees located within streets, parks and private
property across the City of Sydney local government area.
Trees are listed according to their geographical precincts. All street, park and private
trees are listed within each precinct area.
Each precinct contains a map locating individual tree listings, together with a unique
identification number. These are colour coded to illustrate who owns and manages
each tree. Alternatively, you can locate trees via the Table of Contents if you know
the address.
How is a tree recognised as being “significant” in the Draft Register?
The assessment criteria are based on the Burra Charter, and meet the NSW
Heritage Branch Guidelines. There are five basic categories of criteria;
• Outstanding Visual or Aesthetic Significance
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•
•
•
•

Botanic or Scientific Significance
Significant Ecological Value
Historical and Commemorative Significance
Social Significance

Typically, a tree will need to satisfy at least two of the above criteria to be
considered, especially if the primary criteria for listing is visual and aesthetic value.
All trees nominated are assessed through systematic research, field work, and
documentation. A thorough physical examination of trees is undertaken. Evidence of
cultural and historical significance is also sought. The collected data is evaluated on
the basis of the contextual relationship of each tree to other similar trees, and its
relative importance.
Could my property be affected by recommendations in the Draft Register?
The City’s Tree Management Controls protect most trees in the local government
area. This is why Council’s prior consent is required for most pruning works and for
tree removal, regardless of the tree’s significance. Tree removal is always
considered to be a last resort.
Trees listed on the Draft Register are protected by the City’s Tree Management
Controls, but an improved level of recognition, protection and management is
expected due to their significance.
Listed trees will be subject to independent arboricultural advice regarding issues of
health, condition, status, management and protection.
What has been the outcome of earlier nominations?
The City invited the community to nominate trees for listing on the Draft Register in
mid 2012. Notifications were placed on the City’s website and in local newspapers.
35 nominations were received for approximately 320 trees. All nominations have
been investigated and assessed by the City’s experts. Further details regarding
nominations can be viewed in the Nominations and Assessment tabled in the
Appendix C of the Draft Register.
How do I give feedback on the Draft Register?
Submissions should be made in writing and lodged by 5pm Monday 8 April 2013
marked ‘Draft Register of Significant Trees’ and addressed to:
Chief Executive Officer
Attention: Karen Sweeney
City of Sydney, GPO Box 1591, Sydney NSW 2001
Alternatively, email treepolicies@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au
For further information, please contact Karen Sweeney, City Arborist, on 02 9265
9333 or by email at treepolicies@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au

